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EASTER GREETING OF

HIS BEATITUDE LUBOMYR

ARCHBISHOP MAJOR OF KYIV AND HALYCH

UKRAINIAN GREEK-CATHOLIC CHURCH

(unofficial translation from Ukrainian from the Eparchy of New Westminster)

To the Most Reverend Archbishops and Bishops, 

Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy, Monastics and Religious,

Dearly-Beloved Sisters and Brothers in Christ – 

To the Faithful of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church

And to all people of good will

Today is Palm Sunday – a day when we commemorate the triumphal entry of Christ the King into the city of Jerusalem. According to our ancient church and folk custom, on this day we greet one other by lightly touching one’s shoulder with a blessed pussy-willow branch and saying: “From today in a week – it will be Easter!” I too would like to greet each of you wherever you may be: whether in Ukraine, or in settlements abroad, where Eparchies and Exarchates have been established, or in those countries where we do not have our own church structure. Today I wish to greet all who recognize their spiritual and national origin and their membership in the Ukrainian Catholic Church. Today’s traditional greeting, this Feast, this Holy Week we begin tomorrow with all its spiritual treasures, and finally, Easter – the great feast of Christ’s Resurrection – are this unites us and makes us brothers and sisters in the Lord (regardless of who we are, where we live and where our immediate roots may lie), children of one great family we call the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church. My cordial greetings to all of you!

Already in one week, on Easter Sunday, we will greet each other with the words: “Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!” These few words are not merely a form of greeting; they are a profession of our Christian faith. In them we find the foundation of our faith, the very substance of our relationship with God..

As I offer to you the words of this Christian salutation, I would also like to make them the  subject of my cordial greeting to you on the occasion of Easter. We may wish other people many things, as we indeed do on many an occasion, but when we reflect on the meaning of  the words “Christ is Risen!” we realize that they contain all that is essential for us. What Christ did and is still doing for us – this I would like to see as the substance of my greetings, and anything else I might express to you or wish you from myself should take second place, and completely yield before that, which God himself does and wishes for us in this festive time. 

Dearly Beloved in Christ, does not our heart fill with warmth when we hear the words of the Paschal greeting? Before the eyes of our soul and spirit do not all earthly goods grow pale, and indeed, do not all earthly lures lose their power? Fear disappears. Anxiety vanishes. We begin to feel in our hearts some extraordinary power. The Lord God is with us. He is Risen. He overcame all evil and there is nothing in the world today that could substitute Him, or could be better and more fulfilling than He.

On this festive and great day let us pause for a moment, let us take a break from the swirl of daily life, and let us reflect on the meaning of the Christian greeting, this basic truth of our life – and we will see all that we know and all that is happening inside and around us in a different light. Where turmoil was – peace will appear, and where there were lies and injustice – truth and justice will reign. Where there was death, seemingly the end of all – there will be life.

Dearly Beloved in Christ, Holy Week lies before us, the most significant week of the liturgical year. We will recall the last days and hours of Jesus Christ’s life, and in particular we will commemorate two most important events: His death on the cross on Good Friday and His glorious Resurrection on Easter Sunday. The first, are first glance, appears to be a total failure, but in essence, it is the victorious and complete handing-over by Christ of self and the entire world into the hand of our loving Heavenly Father. The second event ‑ a final victory over death and over everything that could estrange us from the Lord God.

During these great days of celebration we see the incarnate Son of God, who gave himself completely to his Heavenly Father. This is how, Dearly Beloved in Christ, the world should also see us, as a sign of infinite trust in God. The world must be able to see us as participants in Christ’s victory. This is of crucial importance. For we are Christians and our duty is to continue Jesus Christ’s work of salvation. As the Church of Christ, we are called to evangelize, that is to bring to the world the Good News of Christ’s victory over sin and death, by which victory He freed us from the greatest of evils. We are called not only to speak of that, which happened in the past, but to be a visible sign of this reality and be its living witnesses for today. 

Dearly Beloved in Christ, Christ is Risen!

+LUBOMYR

Given in Kyiv,

at the Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection of Christ,

Palm Sunday, April 5/12, 2009

We entrust this Greeting to our Reverend Parish Clergy, that it be read to the faithful on Palm Sunday, and we ask the honorable editors of our eparchial publications to publish the Greeting in their Easter issues.
