[image: image1.jpg]


                        

Office of the Bishop

[image: image1.jpg]

To the Very Rev. & Rev. clergy, Religious 

and Faithful of the Eparchy of New Westminster

6 December 2009

Glory to Jesus Christ!

Beloved in Christ,

For the past few weeks, we have suspended the custom of kissing the icons and cross on the Tetrapod and the Gospel Book during the Little Entrance at Divine Liturgy. We have been using alternative methods of distributing Holy Communion during the Divine Liturgies in our Eparchy.  We enacted these precautions because of the concern not to spread the H1N1 flu virus.  We also have placed hand-sanitizing fluid at the entrance of our churches and other areas in the church.

I am grateful to you for your cooperation regarding these precautions.  As of 19 or 20 November, the H1N1 vaccine became available to all in British Columbia who feel they want to receive it.  It seems that the H1N1 flu pandemic crisis has reached its peak.  This means that as of this Sunday, we will return to the normal way of venerating the holy icons, and the cross on the Tetrapod as well as the Gospel Book in processions.  We will also return to the normal way of distributing Holy Communion. I have instructed your own parish priest that if in your local region the H1N1 pandemic still seems to be very present he may with my permission continue on a temporary basis with the alternative method of Holy Communion distribution.

With assurance of my prayerful best wishes and my Episcopal blessings, I remain,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

+Ken
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