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To the Very Rev. and Rev. Clergy and Religious and Faithful  

Eparchy of New Westminster

For publication in the parishes of the Eparchy of New Westminster

Eparchial Newsletter

November 2008

Glory to Jesus Christ!

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Where did the summer go? It is now well into November, soon we will be in Phillip’s Fast preparing ourselves for the Celebration of the Nativity of Our Lord. I want to share some information with you and highlight a few events in our Church over the last few months. At the end of the letter, you will read some of the new appointments and important announcements that are occurring in our Eparchy.  

Eparchial Pastoral Council Annual Meeting:

At the end of September, we conducted our Eparchial Pastoral Council Annual General Meeting.  The meeting was chaired and prepared by our President Mr. Robert Herchak.  I would like to compliment him for this hard work and as a result, he was “rewarded” by being elected once again as President of our Eparchial Pastoral Council!  Congratulations.  Working with Robert has been really a pleasure. On behalf of the participants of the AGM, I would like to extend our gratitude to Mr. Ray Saranchuk, chairperson of Holy Eucharist Cathedral Parish Council and the members of the Cathedral Parish for hosting our AGM.    

The Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky Institute Foundation:

Robert Herchak recently became our Eparchy’s representative on the Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky Institute Foundation.  The Sheptytsky Institute in Ottawa is part of the faculty of theology at Saint Paul University in Ottawa.  Holy Spirit Seminary in Ottawa sends its seminarians to Saint Paul University for their academic formation.  Many of you will know the current director of the Sheptytsky Institute – Fr. Stephen Wojcichowsky, who served many years ago as pastor at St. Nicholas Parish in Victoria.

Eparchial Renewal Weekend:

October 17-19 our Eparchy came together as a family for our Eparchial Renewal Weekend.  More than 110 persons participated in this very successful and inspiring weekend of prayer, fellowship and spiritual reflection.  Many who were unable to attend joined their prayers to those of the participants.  

I would like to extend my own personal gratitude to those who contributed to the success of this weekend and especially to St. Mary’s Ukrainian Catholic parish in Vancouver who opened their doors to us and provided us with such a wonderful facility; a special thanks to St. Mary’s Choir who led the praises on Sunday; to all who worked in the Kitchen providing us with wonderful food my gratitude; thanks to those parishes, parish UCWLC and individuals who made financial donations; thanks to all who worked on the organizing of this Eparchial event; thanks to all who volunteered their time during the weekend as presenters or facilitators or at the registration table,  and a really big thank you to all who attended the weekend. 

I do not want to single out any individual for their contribution, however, I must on behalf of all of us thank our own Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate,  Ambrose and Ruth who worked many hours behind the scenes and during the Weekend to make things run smoothly.  Special thanks from all of us to Sr. Ann OSBM of the Parma Eparchy for presenting the Generations of Faith program as well as our own pastor of St. Mary’s in Vancouver, Fr. Daniel Wach, OSBM  for presenting an introduction into a wonderful Sacred Scripture study program.  God’s blessings on all of you! 

In the next few months, with God’s grace, we will begin to implement the Generations of Faith program that Sister Ann introduced us too. I have been receiving positive feedback from those who participated in the Weekend’s activities.

Camp Saint Volodymyr:

Under the capable and dedicated direction of Ms. Jennifer Sawka, Camp Saint Volodymyr for our Eparchial youth was a true success story.  I had the opportunity to spend two days at the camp.  I was not only impressed at the beauty of the location on the South shore of Okanagan Lake, but how the volunteers, the counselors, cooks, clergy all took to their duties so seriously and preformed their responsibilities with such care and love.  Our Eparchial youth campers were a joy to be with.  If you have young children and they have not had the opportunity to at the Camp, PLEASE PLAN NOW to send them to Camp.  It will be a great experience for them and you might also enjoy the time that they are at Camp!  Thank you to all the parishes, organizations, and individuals who donated funds, time or goods to the Camp.

Synod of Ukrainian Catholic Bishops

This past September I attended the Synod of Ukrainian Catholic Bishops’ annual meeting in Lviv.  I invite you to access the decisions of our Synod from the official website of our Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church:  ttp://www.ugcc.org.ua/252.0.html
I was honoured to be elected as head of one of four Synodal Commissions.  These commissions deal with areas that concern our Church both in Ukraine and aboard.  The commission I have been asked to head up, is one that is very dear to me.  It is the Commission for formation of Clergy.  This will involve visiting our seminaries through out the world, organizing meetings with all of the rectors and formation teams of our seminaries to establish minimum standards of formation in our seminaries and houses of formation.  We will also be developing a document on the Theology of Priesthood in the Ukrainian Catholic Church.  The formation of men with vocations to ordained ministry in our Church has been made a priority.  

Ordinations in the Eparchy:

At the end of August, I ordained Yuriy Vyshnevskyy to the priesthood for our Eparchy.  Fr. Yuriy and his wife Anna will be arriving on November 15, to Vancouver from Ukraine.  Both are fluent in Ukrainian and English, they both have degrees in Theology.  This is an exciting time for our Eparchy.  At our Renewal Weekend, I ordained Brian Butcher, of our Holy Cross parish in Surrey as a subdeacon.  Subdeacon Brian and his wife Jean and their children live in Langley.  Brian, is writing his doctoral thesis in Eastern Christian theology and also teaching at Christ the King Seminary in Mission. These two joyful ordinations are positive signs of joy and hope for our Eparchy and I am grateful to both of these men and their families for their commitment to witnessing to the Good News of Salvation through their ordination and ministry in our Eparchy. AXIOS!!!

Third Anniversary of the Pastoral Letter on the Creed and the Filioque: 

In the Eparchial Newsletter: Hope - Fall and Christmas; 2005 – Issue 42, my predecessor, Most Rev. Severian Yakymyshyn OSBM, published a very important Pastoral Letter of the Ukrainian Catholic Hierarchy in Canada of August 6, 2005 to the Clergy, Religious, Monastics and Faithful. It was published so that our Church in Canada would implement changes to the way we receipt The Creed.  The Pastoral Letter was entitled:  The Creed and the Filioque . By publishing the letter, the implementation of this document was officially promulgated in our Eparchy.

It has now been three years since the distribution of this Pastoral Letter of our Hierarchy throughout our Eparchy.  The letter gave the original version of the Creed of 381 AD and also the version that many centuries later became common in the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church.  The Pastoral Letter, explained that at “the prompting of certain Roman Pontiffs, most recently time and time again by Pope John Paul II, the Eastern Catholic Churches are currently undergoing a spiritual renewal, aimed at helping them fully realize their identity, so that the Church as a whole may “breath with two lungs,” that of the East and that of the West..”   

The letter went on to say: “Prompted by the Second Vatican Council, and as part of a comprehensive liturgical renewal in the Ukrainian Catholic Church, the Bishops of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in Canada have determined that the Creed once again be recited in its original form, that is, without the words “and the Son.

“We do so in full support of the Synod of Bishops of the Ukrainian Catholic Church. We do so in support of the Roman Pontiff, who himself has publicly recited the Creed without the filioque {Latin for: and the Son} on several occasions.  In doing so, he gives witness to the Church in general, and to the Ukrainian Catholic Church in particular, that the recitation of the Creed in its original form is without prejudice to the Catholic faith.”

Please ask your parish priest to provide you with the full text of this Pastoral Letter.  To save a BC tree - you can read it on the website of the Archeparchy of Winnipeg: http://www.archeparchy.ca/ (Home page, then go to Documents and Policies.)

I have asked our clergy and religious to provide me with feedback now that it has been three years since Bishop Severian promulgated this document for implementation in our Eparchy.  I know that the implementation of this document may have been a challenge to some, however, by now it should have become standard practice in all our parishes.  The Pastoral Letter took the challenge of change into consideration: “Change is oftentimes difficult, yet necessary. We are fully aware that the decision to return to the recitation of the Creed in its original form will be received enthusiastically by some of our faithful who already recite it without the filioque ; less so by others.”

The Pastoral Letter continues: “Yet, by taking the time to study and educate ourselves about this particular issue and the many other matters of faith that affect our daily lives, we are convinced that your relationship with God and one with another will be strengthened and blessed.  Faith does matter.”

Phillip’s Fast – November 15:

As we enter into the Phillip’s Fast – Pylipivka  beginning on November 15th, thus preparing ourselves for the celebration of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ – Christmas, I would ask you to find ways as a parish family and as individuals, to make time for prayer together in church and at home.  Please keep in mind that it is our tradition when fasting and participation in spiritual renewal, acts of charity should always be included - visit the sick, give alms to the poor; donate to your local food bank, etc.  Make special acts of charity your parish and personal or family projects.

Year of Saint Paul:

The Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, proclaimed this the “Year of Saint Paul” for the Universal Church.  I have asked two of our priests to prepare special homilies that during the year will be read in our parishes to commemorate this important figure in our Church.  His writings are commonly read (“The Epistle of Saint Paul to the ….”) at almost every celebration of the Divine Liturgy.  They make up a large segment of the New Testament.  I encourage your parish priest along with your parish to organize an evening or an afternoon (maybe after your Sunday Divine Liturgy) dedicated to the reading and discussion of part of a letter of Saint Paul.  Your parish priest will be able lead you in your discussions -  if you really read St. Paul, you will find his writings will inspire some very interesting discussions!  Have courage and enjoy!

I would like to make known the following to the Faithful of our Eparchy:

1. With the recommendation of our Eparchial Finance Council, I am pleased to announce that as of November 1, 2008, Mr. Edward Shawchuk has been appointed the Eparchial Finance Officer – this is a non-paid position.  The duties as outlined in the Code of Canon Law for the Eparchial Finance Officer  (in summary)  are to administer the temporal goods of the eparchy, to supervise the administration of ecclesiastical goods in the whole eparchy, to provide for their preservation, safety and increase, to supply for the negligence of the local administrators and to administer the goods which lack an administrator designated by law (Canon 231). His appointment is for a term of two years ending December 31, 2010, and may be renewed;

2. As of January 31, 2009, Mr. William Fedechko will no longer be the Eparchial accountant.  We are so grateful to Mr. Fedechko for his dedication and vigilant care of our Eparchial finances for more than ten years;

3. On October 24, 2008, I accepted the resignation of Fr. Mykhaylo Bohun as administrator of  Holy Trinity Parish in Kamloops effective November 30.  We wish Fr. Bohun and his family all of God’s blessings and graces as they discern their future; 

4. I have assigned Fr. Steven Basarab to be the Administrator of Holy Trinity Parish in Kamloops effective December 1, 2008;

5. On November 2, 2008, I officially installed Fr. Volodymyr Dmyterko, as pastor of St. George’s Parish in Prince George;

6. I have assigned newly ordained Fr. Yuiry Vyshnevskyy to be administrator of Holy Eucharist Cathedral Parish in New Westminster.  I will be officially installing him on Sunday, November 23, 2008;

With assurance of my prayerful best wishes and episcopal blessings, I remain,

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

+Ken

Eparchial Bishop
The Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of New Westminster

502 - 5th Avenue, New Westminster, BC   V3L 1S2

tel. 604 524 8824  fax: 604 521 8015 Email: kenbaseline@aol.com
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