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PASTORAL LETTER

TO THE FAITHFUL OF THE EPARCHY OF NEW WESTMINSTER 

AND PEOPLE OF GOOD WILL

FOR THE FEAST OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD 2009

Easter Message 2009

Dear Sisters and Brothers in the Lord,

Christ is Risen!  Indeed He is Risen!

When we receive good news, and I mean really, really good news, because of our human nature, we want to share this with others. It might be good news from our doctor; acceptance into a university; a great job or something else truly wonderful.  We find our hearts just bursting with joy and a desire to share our happiness with others.

As Christians, we are called to bear witness to the Good News throughout the whole world. No matter what century we live in… regardless of economic circumstances, in times of peace and in times of war…The Good News IS the Risen Lord, Jesus Christ! How can we keep this a secret? To know the Good News means that our hearts cannot contain this joy.

Do you believe in your very being that God is Good?  If you have a hard time with that question it will be difficult for you to proclaim through your life and your words the Good News of Jesus’ saving act on the cross and His death and resurrection.  But dear sisters and brothers, God is good!  No matter how far we have slipped, His mercy is greater, no matter how weak our faith in Him is, His love for us is still more powerful.  We are celebrating the Resurrection of Our Lord, the act that has conquered death by death and that grants to those in tombs life eternal with the Father in the Kingdom of Heaven.  Life with God the Father through the Risen Lord in the Holy Spirit – that is the essence of the Good News we profess and proclaim.

CHRIST IS RISEN!

Sing and shout out the Good News that you have received! Christ is Risen! Let this greeting ring out in our hearts and homes!  Christ is Risen! Let no one be sad, worried or fearful on this Holy Day of Salvation! Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

May Our Risen Lord bless you and your families as you sing out to each other:

Christ is Risen! --Indeed He is Risen!
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+ Ken Nowakowski

Eparchial Bishop of

New Westminster for Ukrainian Catholics in

British Columbia and the Yukon
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