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Descent of the Holy Spirit Church in Chilliwack closes

Chilliwack, British Columbia, 18 April 2010: After more than 60 years of being a place of worship for Ukrainian Catholics in the Fraser Valley, the Descent of the Holy Spirit Ukrainian Catholic Parish was officially closed on Sunday April 18, 2010.  Bishop Ken Nowakowski, eparchial bishop of New Westminster was joined at the Altar for the Sunday Divine Liturgy by Most Rev. Severian Yakymyshn osbm, bishop emeritus, and by its pastor Rev. Fr. Theo Machinski.  

The Sunday of the Myrrh Bearing Women was chosen by the faithful, Fr. Theo and Bishop Ken for the last official celebration in the church building in Chilliwack.  Over the last few years, the numbers of those attending services at this parish have rapidly declined.  “There are probably many reasons for this,” said Bishop Ken, “perhaps some have moved to other areas, the elderly generation have passed away, etc.”  By the 1970’s there were over 30 families belonging to the parish.  However, by 2007, there were fewer than 15 people who were attending Divine Liturgy at the parish on a regular basis.

Despite the efforts made by Fr. Theo and the parish executive over the last two years, numbers continued to dwindle.  The church building was constructed in 1953, and was blessed by Bishop Neil Savaryn. The faithful of British Columbia belonged to the Eparchy of Edmonton until the Eparchy of New Westminster was created in 1974. The building is almost 60 years old and has been in need of very costly repairs for the past several years.  Unfortunately due to the low parish numbers the funds needed could not be raise.

During his homily at the Divine Liturgy, Bishop Ken drew comparisons to the Myrrh Bearing Women and the more than 60 people that included guests and parishioners who were in attendance at the Liturgy.  He said that the Myrrh Bearing Women had become followers of Jesus and had their hopes up high that He was to bring them a time of peace and happiness.  However, they witnessed his arrest, torture and eventual death on the cross.  They arrived that Easter Sunday morning to pay the dead body of their dear friend final respects and anoint it with costly ointments.  

When the women arrived, they were startled to find that the tomb was empty.  They were told that Jesus had risen just as He said He would.  Their lives were changed, no longer was Jesus for them someone who would bring them comfort here and now. They knew that their joy was complete because Jesus now lived in their hearts and was with them always.  So, to those who arrived to the parish in the morning; the long-time members of the parish, and especially those whose parents or grandparents were founding members came with heavy hearts. They have the feeling that it is all over said Bishop Ken.  However, he also encouraged them by telling them that Jesus lives in their hearts and that the Eparchy is not abandoning them.  The building that has housed the liturgical services is unfortunately closing and will be sold.  Fr. Theo will remain their pastor, they can call upon him to visit them and bring them the sacraments.  The faithful were invited to attend services in other parishes in the Lower Mainland if possible. 

The deceased founders, benefactors, parishioners and clergy of the parish were remembered in a memorial service at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy.

After the Divine Liturgy, a banquet was held in the adjoining parish hall.  Bishop Severian brought greetings to those gathered.  “Thank you for always treating me with kindness and hospitality,” Bishop Severian told them. “We have to remember all of the good people who helped make this a place of worship but now it the time has come for us to close this building,” said Bishop Severian.

Fr. Theo and acting parish council chairperson Mr. Nick Bobyk thanked all those for attending the Divine Liturgy and the banquet.  Fr. Theo and Bishop Ken presented all of the parish members with a commemorative certificate of appreciation. 
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