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Pastoral Letter of the 

Most Reverend Bishop Ken Nowakowski,

Eparch of New Westminster

On the Proclamation of the Year 2010 – 

the Year of Christian vocation 

with the special emphasis on vocations to the monastic, religious, and consecrated life 

To the Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy, Religious, and the Faithful

of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of New Westminster 

and all People of Good Will

Glory to Jesus Christ!

Beloved in Christ,

Blessings and greetings to you as we celebrate the Feast of the Encounter of Our Lord in the Temple! Just over one month ago, we entered into a new calendar year.  This year has been proclaimed by our Patriarch, His Beatitude Lubomyr together with our Holy Synod of Ukrainian Catholic Bishops, as the Year of vocations to the monastic, religious, and consecrated life. This is the third year in a row that our Church has dedicated to vocations: 2008 was a year of Christian vocations in general, 2009 was dedicated to vocations to the priesthood. 

My dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, this year we all are encouraged to reflect upon the lives of those whom we formally refer to as monks, nuns, sisters, and brothers, those who live a life of consecration to the Lord. These are the men and women who have formally taken the vows of chastity, poverty and obedience.  They have voluntarily committed themselves to live in a community devoted to the service of God. They witness through their consecration and vows to the Kingdom of Heaven now here among us! Certain religious orders and religious communities retain the tradition of wearing a visible sign of their consecrated life - they wear what is commonly referred to as a “habit”. Some male religious communities and monastic orders have members who have been ordained to the priesthood and also have members who live out their vowed life as brothers. 

The origins of monasticism reach back to the first centuries of Christianity. At the time when our early Christian Church was undergoing an intense period of persecution by the civil authorities, some Christians fled from these persecutions and were able to find shelter in the deserts. They found the desert a place where they could live undetected, and worship God in peace. In time, even after the end of the persecutions, such a mode of living seemed fit for those who desired to live perfectly the evangelical commandments and councils. This inspired St. Anthony the Great in the 3rd century to found the hermitic style of monasticism in the Egyptian deserts. According to this style, both men and women lived mostly in individual isolation. It was around 318 AD that St. Pachomius of Egypt began to organize his many followers in what was to become the first Christian monastery in which monks lived together. This is another style of monasticism called cenobitic or communal life. The Egyptian monks of the first centuries were abundantly graced with spiritual gifts: hope, faith, prayer, prophecy, healing, languages, and theology. 

In 10th century Kyivan Rus’ (the territory we now know as Ukraine), Christianity found fertile ground and eager souls who received the Lord through baptism.  It was at this time that monasticism was brought into Kyivan Rus’.  In caves on the steep riverbanks of the mighty Dnipro River, near the hills of Kyiv, the first Lavra (great monastery) was established. 

The role of people of consecrated life within our Church was and continues to be a powerful and stable force which constantly renews the energy and potential of the Church and people. Through their zeal for holiness, an active apostolate (teaching, preaching, retreats, and social work) as well as those who have vowed a contemplative way of life, the Good News is lived and witnessed!

Monasteries and religious homes are the oasis of spirituality that welcome the faithful through spiritual exercise and prayer; where they find an opportunity to undergo a sense of renewal of their own religious life and spiritual journey. Many monasteries are also the centres of pilgrimage that draw the faithful as pilgrims to a deeper commitment to the Lord, and literally transform their lives through this wonderful experience of being immersed in prayer and contemplation.

Many of our religious communities are known for their work with the children, youth, and adults who thirst for the truth and for a deeper understanding of their own personal relationship with God.  Throughout the centuries, monasteries were centres of culture and education for the people. They took care of poor and sick, orphans, and widows.  Monasteries, as centres of culture, promote the arts; be it through religious devotional art, music, etc. We must acknowledge that monastic life plays an important role in the development and promotion of icon writing, gilding, carving, sewing, embroidery and other arts. Even the most elementary survey of our liturgical texts will show the enormous contribution they made enriching our liturgical life.  Many of our liturgical services as well as both ancient and modern liturgical music find its origins at pens held by the hands of those in monastic communities.  

Certainly a review of the history of our own Ukrainian Catholic Church in Canada will reflect the important role that monasticism and religious life played. Over a hundred years ago the Basilian Fathers and Brothers, along with the Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate, came from Ukraine to Canada in order to serve the spiritual needs of Ukrainian immigrants. Later, Redemptorist Fathers began their mission for Ukrainian Catholics in Yorkton, Sask. Through concern and care for our faithful, the Sisters of St. Joseph in Brazil sent a group of sisters to Canada whose ministry for our elderly as well as our youth is well known in the prairie provinces.  

We are grateful for the positive pastoral and spiritual impact the Basilian Fathers have made in our very own Eparchy. The first Eparch of New Westminster, Bishop Jerome Chimy, of blessed memory, and our second Eparchial Bishop, Severian Yakymyshyn were both chosen from the Order of Saint Basil. The Basilian Fathers and many Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate worked tirelessly side by side with the clergy and the faithful in the development and growth of our Eparchy. 

Through their constant prayers and work, the men and women of monastic, religious and consecrated life sanctify our Church and our faithful. As His Beatitude Lubomyr emphasises in his pastoral letter on this theme of vocations to the monastic, religious and consecrated life in this year we are asked to give special attention to the importance of God’s call addressed to the men and women whom through their vows are witnessing to the Kingdom of God. 

It is unfortunate when we ignore the importance of those who have dedicated their lives to God and Church in this way. Often they are taken for granted or even worse – we at times may even discount these Christian vocations or decide that they are out of date. It is tragic and sad when families, parents or relatives discourage their children from vocation to the vowed religious or monastic life. Look around you, in your own families, in our community, search your soul, do you have such a vocation or do you know someone who is maybe searching?  I encourage you dear Sisters and Brothers, support and nourish these vocations with your own prayers. At the same time I encourage our pastors to often preach about the beauty of consecrated life, so that in this way, those who feel this call would know that their Church, their parish and their community support them.     

Echoing the words of His Beatitude Lubomyr and my brother Bishops of our Synod, I would kindly request that during this year we include following petition to our Divine Liturgy: 

“We also pray for those in religious and monastic or consecrated life and for those in vocation discernment we pray to the Lord.” 

We thank our Lord for the holy men and women who have dedicated and continue to dedicate their lives as members of religious congregations and monastic orders and consecrated life, and ask God to send the Holy Spirit to inspire these vocations from our own families, parishes and communities.

With assurance of my prayerful best wishes for you and my own Episcopal blessings, I remain, 

Yours in Christ,

+Ken (Nowakowski)

Given this Second day of February of 2010 on the Feast of the Encounter of Our Lord in the Temple, at the Holy Eucharist Cathedral in the God Blessed City of New Westminster
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