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February 26, 2010

From: Mr. Carl Hétu
National Secretary of CNEWA Canada

To: His Excellency Most Rev. Ken Nowakowski
Bishop of New Westminster Eparchy 

and all faithful of New Westminster Eparchy 

of the Ukrainian Catholic Church

Glory to Jesus Christ!

Your Excellency Bishop Ken Nowakowski, 

Dear faithful of the New Westminster Eparchy,

I would like to thank you again for your generosity that you had shown in 2009 in supporting three projects of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in Ukraine. CNEWA Canada as an agency of the Holy See with a special mission to support Eastern Churches was entrusted by your eparchy to administer and monitor delivery of your assistance to the recipients. Thus, in this brief report I want to update you on how your donations were used. 

In 2009 CNEWA Canada received a total of $25,707.91 from the chancery office of the New Westminster Eparchy. From this amount: $8,279.07 to support initiatives of Caritas Ukraine; $14,966.84  to provide help to Ukrainian Catholic University; and $2,462.00 to support the construction works of the Holy Resurrection Sobor in Kyiv. 
________________________________________________________________________
Caritas Ukraine: Center for people with special needs
Caritas Ukraine is the official charitable organization of the Ukrainian Catholic Church and a member of international network of Catholic charities - Caritas Internationalis.
The funds raised for Caritas Ukraine were implemented by its local branch Caritas of Stryj Eparchy in Lviv region to run a center for people with special needs. The goal of this center is to provide social integration and psychological adjustment of people with special needs into society.  Thanks to this project more than twenty youth and adults have received opportunity to participate in the center’s activities on daily basis. 

Background and objectives
According to the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy of Ukraine in the country there are 2 million 670 thousand people with special needs. From the communist past Ukraine inherited a particular attitude towards persons with special needs, which were considered to be a burden to society. For this reason most people with disabilities are still hidden in large institutions (500-1000 persons) in distant regions or psychiatric hospitals so as not to be visible to other citizens. The quality of care in these institutions is very poor and often inhumane. If parents choose not to give their child up to the system they receive almost no support from the government. While staying at home people feel isolated from the society. Unfortunately, due to political and economical instability in Ukraine government is unable to put its full attention to the social needs of the country. 
Centers run by Caritas Ukraine offer a sound example of Christian values-based approach to people with special needs. As a result of this project:

· People with special needs receive opportunity to spend quality time in a friendly and positive atmosphere; they become a part of local community and the society in general; develop confidence and independence in daily life;
· families receive moral, psychological support and a valuable assistance in everyday care for their special needs members;
· Staff members and volunteers of Caritas Ukraine receive training in the work with people with special needs people which they will use in their daily work in other similar centers;
· The center promotes establishment of cooperation between social organizations that work in the similar fields. 
Ukrainian Catholic University: Library
Ukrainian Catholic University is the primary educational institution of the Ukrainian Catholic Church which educates lay and religious leaders for Ukraine and worldwide. 
It is the only Catholic University on the territories of former Soviet Union. Even though it is one of the smallest universities in Ukraine it nevertheless plays a key role in bringing Christian values into all spheres of Ukraine’s social life and makes significant contribution to modernization of educational standards in Ukraine. The university receives no support from Ukrainian government.  

Background and objectives
Due to the long history of oppression of religious institutions in the communist past presently in Ukraine there are almost no libraries which would have developed and well maintained collections of books and documents on subjects related to theology. The library of Ukrainian Catholic University has the largest collection of books on theological themes in today’s Ukraine. At the present moment library holdings include more than 115,000 volumes and approximately 1000 periodical titles. 

The library serves the 200 young men enrolled at Holy Spirit Seminary in Lviv; more than 300 UCU students of theology, history, social pedagogy, and ecumenical studies, including graduate-level students; approximately 400 students of UCU’s Catechetical-Pedagogical Institute; UCU professors and staff; and hundreds of students and scholars from outside the UCU community.

The gift from New Westminster Eparchy will cover over ten percent of operational expenses of the library in 2010. A special gratitude to Mr. Nick Petrykiw who contributed to this project $10,000.00.  

The Holy Resurrection Cathedral (Sobor) of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in Kyiv

The construction of the Sobor is done under supervision of Bishop Volodymyr Vijtyshyn and the Archeparchy of Kyiv.  
Background and objectives
The Holy Resurrection Cathedral in Kyiv is the main shrine of the Ukrainian Catholic Church and the See of His Beatitude Lubomyr Cardinal Husar the Head of Ukrainian Catholic Church. With its completion the Sobor will be a respectful place for prayer for thousands of Ukrainian Catholics that live in Kyiv or just visit Ukraine’s capital. On the property around Sobor will be located the administrative headquarters of the Ukrainian Catholic Church. Presently Sobor is at the final stage of construction, although resources are still needed.  
The donation from the New Westminster Eparchy was sent by CNEWA Canada to the Sobor Construction Fund in Kyiv.    
Thank you for your generosity. Please do not hesitate to contact our Ottawa office if more details are needed.

Sincerely,
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Carl Hétu

National Secretary  
